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have none of these things; and I was conscious that I owed
much to the support of his Private Secretary and kinsman,
then Major Baring, now the well-known Earl of Cromer.
The appointment was retained, as to abolish it then would
have appeared a reflection on me. Still, it was hardly clear
how my services were to be utilised. The Berar cotton
trade had, so to speak, grown up, and no longer required
me as a preceptor or guardian. The Viceroy had no place
for me in Calcutta, and was occupied on affairs other than
had chiefly interested the past regime. But I was soon to
have my hands as full as ever. A serious famine was
recognised in Behar, Large supplies of grain were required.
The difficulty of getting food to the distressed districts was
great. The absence of railway communication necessitated
special arrangements to carry the grain to the districts
affected, and to distribute it when there. Lord Northbrook
was pleased to appoint me as Commissioner of Commerce,
to be also a Special Commissioner for Famine work, and
to entrust to me the purchase of large quantities of grain
in the Upper Provinces, and also the purchase and organi-
sation of a vast transport-train, bullock-carts, mules, ponies,
and the like, to carry the graH from the railway to the
distressed centres. And then began again a further spell
of special work which, for the time it lasted, was to be
nearly as severe as that of some of the special undertakings
with which I had already been entrusted in the former
years of my-service.

The headquarters of my office had for some years past
been at Allahabad, and I was established there in a well-
known double-storied house in cantonments, known as the
General's House, built originally for the General, but which
no General had yet occupied, and which by permission was
rented by me. This, with a whole camp full of tents within
the grounds, was now to become a very busy and active
centre of Famine Supply. The Government treated me
liberally as to staff. I was given an officer of nearly my own
standing In the service, my friend Mr J. H. Twigg, LC,S., as